
K-334 

Burchinal House late. 1860's 

Chestertown 

private 

The William Burchinal House is one of the principal essentially Greek 

Revival style frame dwellings in Chestertown, its original aspect marred 

only by the asbestos shingles added in the 1950's. Its wide open setting 

shows is off well. Its origins are presumably linked to the John Greenwood 

House, a smaller scale version of the same style and vintage, diagonally 

across Maple Avenue at 126 Queen S t r e e t . 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Burchinal House K-334 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 

113 Maple Avenue 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chestertown VICINITY OF F i r s t 
STATE COUNTY 

M a r y l a n d Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_ D I S T R I C T 

X - B U I L D I N G ( S ) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

— P U B L I C 

JCPRIVATE 

— B O T H 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_ I N PROCESS 

— B E I N G CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

X O C C U P I E D 

—UNOCCUPIED 

— W O R K IN PROGRESS • 

ACCESSIBLE 

—YES RESTRICTED 

— YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE 

—COMMERCIAL 

— EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

— M U S E U M 

_ . P A R K 

X-PRIVATE RESIDENC! 

—RELIGIOUS 

— SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

William R. Chauvenet Te lephone # ; 778 2733 
STREETS. NUMBER 

113 Maple Avenue 
CITY TOWN STATE , Z i p COdS 

Chestertown VICINITY OF Maryland 21620 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Office of the County Clerk 

L i b e r #: EHP 39 
F o l i o #: 739 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Kent County Court House 
CITY TOWN 

Chestertown 
STATE 

Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

none 
DATE 

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

aiY.TOWN STATE " 



DESCRIPTION 
K-334 

_JIXCELLENT 

_ G 0 0 D 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

XJVLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

^LORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This i s a dist inguished house. It 

i s w e l l out in the open in the middle of Town Lot 22, on the east corner of the 
in te r sec t ion of Maple -^venue and North Queen Street . 

I t i s a 2-s tory , 5-hay by 2-'bay fr'jtie dwelling with a low hipped roof and a 3-ba7 
Greek Revival entrance por t ico across the f ront , ^he facade i s symmetrical. The 
house i s present ly covered with asbestos shingle s iding. 

I t s i t s on a very low br ick foundation. There are fu l l -he ight p i l a s t e r s on three 
dorpers ; an added L-wing section squared t o the northeast ( l e f t ) elevation occupies 
the fourth corner . 

The entrance por t ico i s one s to iy and i s b i i i l t over a low brick base. There are 
four square p i l l a r s across the front and two against the facade. The porch cornice 
i s bracketed. The door i s paneled and i s framed by narrow 5-pane sideligjhtsj 
outside them are p la in p i l a s t e r s topped by large sc ro l l brackets supporting a nearly 
f l a t cornice . There i s a pa i r of smaller^:;croll brackets beneath a p la in f re ize 
x<rhich i s j u s t over the transom. 

All windows on th& facade a re double hung sash, 6/6, aid have prominent cornices 
over them. There are no louvered s h u t t e r s . 

The main cornice of the house i s a p la in box with a deep s o f f i t j i t i s supported 
by b racke t s . 

There a re no windows on the southeast ( r igh t ) elevation. There i s one on each story 
of the northwest e leva t ion , both se t s l i g h t l y off center to the r e a r . 

The 2-s tory L-wing i s s l ight l i r lower than the frixit sec t ion . I t was added sometime 
before 1877, as i t shows up on the Chestertown Map of tha t da te . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



El SIGNIFICANCE K-334 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

_ 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

— 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 

— 1600 1699 

— 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 

— 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

^ -ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL^HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES l a t e l 3 6 0 ' s BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This i s one of pr inc ipa l authaHtio Greek Revival houses in Chestertown, and i t s wide 
open s e t t i ng shews i t off w e l l . I t i s hoped t ha t someday the asbestos shingles can 
be removed and the house res tored to i t s or ig ina l clapboard ex te r io r . 

Documentary evidence suggests tha t the house was b u i l t in the l a t e l 860 ' s for William 
Burchinal. Burchinal bought most of Town Lot 22 in 186? for $957.19, the same year 
he sold a piece of Lot 23 across the s t r e e t with 108 Maple, a l a t e eighteenth century 
frame house, on i t for $1800. Had the house been standing on Lot 22 then, i t would 
have brought more than 108 Maple. We assume he b u i l t h i s house within the decade. 

In 1881, the Burciiirals sold the house with i t s addition to the i r son for $3000, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



K-334 

CONTINUE ON gEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning a t the southeast corner of Maple and Queen, 
5 f ee t southeast from the outer edge of the curb on Queen St ree t and running frojji thence 
with Maple Avenue 129 f e e t , 5 inches t o the center of the fence dividing the l o t from 
the l o t formerly of Mrs. H.L Welth; thence a t r ight angles with Maple itvenue, and 
running with said Welch Lot l6U f e e t , more or l e s s , to the l o t now or formerly of 
Ifrs, ^ l i c e ^er inger j thence in a l i ne p a r a l l e l with said Maple -^venue to said ^neen 
S t r e e t ; thence with said Queen ' ' t r ee t t o the aforesaid beginning point* 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 
Robert Neill Historic Site Surveyor 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust. / Town of Chestertown June, 1976 
STREET & NUMBER ' TElEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE ' " " 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 



K-334 

Summaiy of Title Search: 113 Maple Avenue 

Robert Constable wills lots 22 and 23 to Margaret Ann Osbom Wills Liber 7 Folio 210 
in 1796. (At least 2, perhaps 3 dwellings on Lot 23) 

Thoraas H, Osborn and Margaret Ann Osbom to John McKenney JNG 7 5l5 (I8UI) $3000 
Lots 22 and 23 

John McKenney to James Bordley NGN 11 1^8 (l8U6) $2700 
Lots 22 and 23 

James Bordley to John W. Mines JKH 6 123 (I867) ^92^ 
Part of Lot 22. Lot 23 is sold off in two pieces for total of $U700, 

John W. Mines to William D. Burchinal JKH 6 299 (I867) $957.19 
Part of Lot 22 

William D, Burchinal and Margaret to J, Burton Burchinal SB 2 102 (1884) $3000 

i 
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Burchinal House 
113 Maple Ave. 
Chestertown 
Chestertown Quad. 
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